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i HIS AGE AND WORKS

< 427 BC-34
% Most celebrat







HIS VIEW OF ART

» Painting, scul
» Litera

shape as things.

Plato Condemns:
Art’s incapacity to get to the root of things, being concerned with only a
semblance of them twice removed from reality.




HIS ATTACK ON POETRY ,
DrarTIE T Plato’s other
grounds of

condemnation

Can such a sudden outpouring of the
soul be a reliable substitute for
truths based on reason?

yetter citizen and

No poets in the ideal Commonwealth, unless they happened to be those who
composed ‘hymns to the gods and panegyrics on famous men.’
-Plato’s condemnation




Poetry “fed and watered the passions instead of drying them up, and
let them rule instead of ruling them as they ought to be ruled, with a
view to the happiness and virtue of mankind”

-Plato’s condemnation




Its Non- Moral Character

B lndlcts oetry f

They give us to understand that many evil livers are happy and many righteous
men unhappy, and that wrong-doing, if it be undetected, /s profitable, while
honest dealing is beneficial to one’s neighbour, but damaging to one’s self”

Republic [Plato’s Condemnation/
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| The Function of Poetry

“We must look for artists who are able out of the goodness of their own natures

to trace the nature of beauty and perfection, that so our young men, like

persons who live in a healthy place, may be perpetually influenced for good.”
-Republic
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HIS COMMENTS ON DRAMA







'Tragic and Comic Pleasure




HIS OBSERVATION ON STYLE




| THE VALUE OF HIS CRITICISM




v He was the first to see that all art is imitation or mimesis, imitating the

sic - indulged in

Ly

v We oy

a whole and of the principles of its composition.
- ‘lon’ by Plato
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To interpret poetry aright it is necessary to have a knowledge of poetry as
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